
 
 

The Platteville Optimist Club encourages area students to submit their essays for 
the 2024-2025 Optimist International Essay Scholarship Competition. The topic for 
this year is "How Optimism Has Paved My Road to Success."  

Application Information:  
 The essay contest is open to students under the age of 19 as of October 1, 

2024.  
 Students should carefully read the competition rules on the application.  
 Applications can be obtained from the teacher, school office, or 

downloaded from the "Events" tab on www.plattevilleoptimists.org  
 Essays must be submitted with a completed application (postmarked or 

emailed) by Friday, January 31, 2025 to the address or email listed on the 
application.  

Contest Information:  
 All contestants will receive a Certificate of Participation for their submission 

along with a laminated copy of the Optimist Creed.  
 The top three contestants will be invited along with their parent(s) or 

guardian(s) to an Optimist Club Meeting to receive their checks and read 
their essay (optional) to the Platteville Optimist Club Members at a date 
and location to be later determined.  

1. Three Club Level winners will be awarded an Optimist International Essay 
Contest Medallion and a check for $150, $100 and $50 respectively for 1st, 
2nd and 3rd place.  The 1st place winner will have their essay submitted to 
the District Level competition.  

2. District Level: The 1st place winner at the District Level will receive a $2,500 
scholarship and a plaque.  

 
Questions about the local contest may be directed to Amy Coffey at 
acoffey513@gmail.com or 608-843-6828. We look forward to hearing from you 
and best of luck!  
 
 

- The Platteville Optimist Club  
 



 Revised 202�-202� Optimist International Essay Scholarship Competition Application

PRINT Name__________________________________________Gender______ 

Address 

City 

State/Province Zip/Postal Code 

Telephone 

E-mail

Parent or Guardian Permission: 

I, , grant the Op mist Club/Interna onal my 
permission to use a picture or video of my son/daughter, for their public rela ons 
purposes. Op mist Club/Interna onal may use the photo or video in any 
publica on they see fit. 
I give my permission for my child/ward to par cipate in this scholarship contest. 

Signature Date / / 

Date of Birth / / Age on Oct 1, 202� 
Rela onship ______________________________________________________________ 

Did you enter any other Op mist Club’s Essay Contest this school year?  Yes  No 

Contestant Agreement: *�IBWF�TUVEJFE�UIF�SVMFT�PG�UIF�DPOUFTU�BOE�*�XJMM�CF�CPVOE�CZ�BMM�UIF�
SFRVJSFNFOUT��*�VOEFSTUBOE�FOUSJFT�XJMM�CF�SVO�UISPVHI�QMBHJBSJTN�BOE�"*�EFUFDUJPO�TPGUXBSF�

Contestant’s Signature Date / / 

Sponsoring Op mist Club Name 

Sponsoring Op mist Club Number 

Language: English, or if District language is different: French or Spanish 

Official Topic:  ³+oZ 2ptiPisP +as 3aved 
0\ Road to 6Xccess´
Each contestant must be given this copy of the rules 
and complete the entry form, above. 

Sec� on I - General Rules 
1. The Op mist Interna onal Essay Contest is divided into

two levels of compe on: Club (preliminary contest) and 
District (scholarship compe on). The winner of a local
club contest advances to the District Scholarship 
Compe on. 

2. Contestants must enter through a local Op mist Club.

3. Contestants must compose an original essay with limited 
guidance from others. Webster’s Dic onary defines an 
essay as an analy c or interpre ve literary composi on.
Works of fic on or poetry will not be accepted.

4. All District-level contests must have a minimum of three
(3) contestants par cipa ng. 

5. Op mist Interna onal will have the right to edit, publish 
or otherwise duplicate any essay entered into the contest
without payment to the author.

Sec on II - Qualifica ons for Contestants 

The contest is open to contestants under the age of 19 as 
of October 1st of the current Op mist Interna onal 
contest year (October 1 – September 30) and who have 
not yet completed secondary school or its equivalent, 
including CEGEP students in Québec, Canada. There is no 
minimum age. Contestants must enter in the District in 
which they reside. United States contestants a ending 
school on a military installa on outside the U.S. are 
eligible to enter in their last home of record. Contestants 
residing in non-Districted areas where there are no 
Op mist Clubs are not eligible for compe on.

Contestants are eligible for only one Club’s essay contest 
during any given year. (October 1st - September 30th)

No individual having previously won a District Essay 
scholarship will be eligible to compete at any level of the 
compe on again.

All contestants at each level of the contest must provide 
proof of age and iden on in the form of a copy of 
either their birth cer cate or passport before 
par cipa ng. A copy of the Club winner’s document will 
be submi ed to the District contest.

Sec on III - Contest Rules 
�� 1BSUJDJQBOUT�NVTU�XSJUF�PO�UIF�PGGJDJBM�DPOUFTU�UPQJD

GPS�UIF�DVSSFOU�ZFBS�

�� &BDI�FOUSZ�NVTU�CFHJO�XJUI�B�UJUMF�QBHF�DPOUBJOJOH
UPQJD�OVNCFS�PG�XPSET�XSJUFS�T�OBNF�BEESFTT
QIPOF�OVNCFS�OBNF�PG�TDIPPM�BOE�EBUF�PG�CJSUI�

�� 5IF�PGGJDJBM�UPQJD�TIPVME�CF�BU�UIF�UPQ�PG�UJUMF�QBHF
BOE�BU�UIF�UPQ�PG�QBHF����	QFOBMUZ�PG���QPJOUT


�� 5IF�XPSE�DPVOU�NVTU�BMTP�CF�MJTUFE�BU�UIF�UPQ�PG
QBHF���	QFOBMUZ�PG���QPJOUT


�� &TTBZT�NVTU�DPOUBJO�BU�MFBTU�����XPSET�CVU�OP�NPSF
UIBO�����XPSET��&WFSZ�XPSE�PG�UIF�FTTBZ�JT�DPVOUFE�
5IJT�EPFT�OPU�JODMVEF�UIF�UJUMF�CJCMJPHSBQIZ�PS
GPPUOPUFT��)ZQIFOBUFE�XPSET�DPVOU�BT���XPSE�
	%FEVDUJPO�PG���QPJOUT�GPS�FBDI����XPSET�PWFS�VOEFS
MJNJU�m�'SFODI�FTTBZT�XJMM�BMMPX����XPSET�PWFS�VOEFS
CFGPSF�EFEVDUJPO��8PSET�BSF�UP�CF�DPVOUFE�NBOVBMMZ�

�� &BDI�QBHF�PG�UIF�FTTBZ�NVTU�CF�OVNCFSFE�TUBSUJOH
XJUI�QBHF���OPU�UIF�UJUMF�QBHF��5IF�OVNCFST�NVTU�CF
DFOUFSFE�BU�UIF�CPUUPN�PG�FBDI�QBHF�
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In- on to:

S  In u on  any: 

Platteville Optimists

Amy Coffey

Phone or email

608-843-6828

acoffey513@gmail.com

1230 Union St.  Platteville, WI 53818

Essay & completed application must 
be submitted (postmarked or emailed) 
by: 

Mailing Address:

Friday, January 31, 2025. 


